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CARNARVON LOCK HOSPITALS — COMMEMORATION 
Statement 

HON ROBIN SCOTT (Mining and Pastoral) [9.54 pm]: On 9 January this year, I had the privilege of attending 
Carnarvon to recognise the lock hospital tragedy. The invitation to this ceremony arrived in November. I had never 
heard of the lock hospitals before, so I started asking whether anyone could give me some information but nobody 
seemed to know anything about the lock hospital. Thanks to Google, I was able to find out quite a lot about it. It 
surprised me because at school, growing up in the 1960s, we were taught a lot about Western Australia—about the 
whaling industry in Albany and Carnarvon; the wonder of Wave Rock at Hyden; the Kalgoorlie School of Mines; 
and the explorer, Surveyor Austin, who opened up the midwest. We were even taught about Mt Augustus, which 
is twice as high as Uluru and has a footprint five times bigger, and, of course, the Bungle Bungles, but absolutely 
nothing about the lock hospital. What I found out really surprised me. The first lock hospital started in 1748, 
22 years before Captain Cook arrived on the east coast. This was started in England. As the British Empire 
expanded, the lock hospitals followed close behind. There were lock hospitals in India, New Zealand and Australia. 
Unfortunately, the lock hospital in Carnarvon was slightly different. The original lock hospitals were for lepers 
and people with venereal diseases. Unfortunately in India, due to boredom, many of the British soldiers ended up 
being alcoholics with venereal diseases. 

The lock hospitals were built on Bernier and Dorre Islands, which were 57 miles off the coast of Carnarvon, or 
96 kilometres, if you like. This was purely for Aboriginal people. More than 800 people were transported to 
these islands in neck chains because, at the time, an official decided that that was the most humane way to move 
them. They were all suspected of having venereal diseases but, unfortunately, 200 of these people never returned 
to the mainland. Experiments were carried out on them with different medications trying to find a cure for 
venereal diseases. 

A smoking ceremony and a dance of death was performed to release the ancestors and welcome home their spirits. 
They played a healing song by Mr Archie Roach and Ashley Penny. Many fine speeches were made during this 
ceremony by Dr Melissa Sweet, who spoke about the history of the lock hospitals; Dr Jade Pervin, who explained 
the archaeological life on the island during the hospital’s regime; and Dr Robin Barrington, who researched the 
role of the lock hospital. There was also a speech by Mr Richard Weston, the CEO of the Healing Foundation, 
who spoke about reconciliation and healing. There were also representatives from the Palm Islands in 
Queensland—Mrs Magdalena Blackley, and Lawrence and Veronica Coutts, who spoke of the lock hospital on 
the Palm Islands. 

This could have been a ceremony for hate, racism, sadness, horror or people seeking revenge. I believe this is 
a generation of reconciliation and healing. It was about remembering what happened, showing respect for the 
victims, honouring their memory and, most importantly, educating the young and getting them to understand the 
many mistakes made in the beginning, while also acknowledging the past so that we do not allow it to ever happen 
again. The driving force for this project was Mr Bob Dorey and Kathleen Musulin. It was their efforts and 
determination to acknowledge what happened. They also explained their own journey to get this tragedy 
recognised. The Shire of Carnarvon should also be very proud of the help and contribution it put into this event. 
Councillor and president, Karl Brandenburg, spoke very highly of the Labor government because it has 
commissioned and paid for a statue to be unveiled at One Mile Jetty. 

On the second day, everyone was invited to go to the new library in the town centre. Everybody sat in a circle and 
many people told many stories about their past experiences of the stolen generation. The best thing of the whole 
meeting on the second day was that everybody was pushing for reconciliation and healing. Later in the year when 
this statue is being revealed, I suggest that if anybody is in the Carnarvon neighbourhood, they should attend. 
Thank you. 

House adjourned at 10.00 pm 
__________ 
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